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"Manufacturing the Future & #8211; A
Documentary" Premiers February 26 at Green Bay
Film Festival
Society of Manufacturing Engineers

A new documentary, "Manufacturing the Future" explores challenges facing
American manufacturing with compelling discussions on hard issues and tough
solutions mirrored in states across the country.
DEARBORN, Mich., GREEN BAY, Wis., February 15, 2011 — Is manufacturing dead in
Wisconsin? It's a provocative question for any state, as local communities are
finding they have to take more responsibility for their own longevity in today's
global manufacturing environment. "Manufacturing the Future – A Documentary – Is
manufacturing dead in Wisconsin? [1] premiers at the Green Bay Film Festival on
Saturday, February 26 at 5:30 p.m. at the KI Convention Center, 333 Main Street,
Green Bay, Wis. Its website has been made possible through a generous grant from
the SME Education Foundation [2].
The film was co-produced by award-winning filmmakers, Dean Thomas and Alex
Zacarias, of Educational Television Productions of Northeast Wisconsin and took
three years to produce. It includes over 1,983 video and audio clips of interview
footage with experts throughout the state of Wisconsin responding to questions on
how to solve today's manufacturing challenges if there is to be a tomorrow for this
industry. "Manufacturing the Future" is scheduled to air on Wisconsin Public
Television in June 2011 with an exact date to be announced.
The creative use of no narration in the program explores these hard issues by using
a series of small stories that are interwoven and held together by comments shared
by industry leaders and a modern day blacksmith as they share their thoughts on
the future of manufacturing.
According to today's mass media reports on the closing of factories and paper mills
one would think that Wisconsin's manufacturing is a thing of the past – or is it? The
real questions are how and what is needed to solve the future of manufacturing in
Wisconsin. Where are the jobs going to come from? What skills are needed by the
next generation of manufacturers? How do you address the issues of clean energy?
The answers are not all that simple.
One of the programs compelling stories looks at a small business owner's
manufacturing specialty shop as he shares his personal story of fighting the
conventional wisdom of education and his hopes for success for his daughter who
will be next in line in running the business. Another story looks at the role of women
in manufacturing since Rosie the Riveter to a present day CEO. Also, a story on the
issue of sustainability and manufacturing is also explored as being vital to
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manufacturing's future. One of the main themes that run throughout these stories is
the role of Wisconsin's educational institutions that have worked and continue to
work with the manufacturing industry in ensuring its future.
These educational institutions, K-12 through college have evaluated and are
mandating more stringent curriculum, beginning with the very young, and are
introducing more challenging STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics) curriculum. The documentary's website shines a light on
manufacturing and educational resources to help prepare young people and their
parents
SME Education Foundation Director, Bart A. Aslin says, "We were pleased to provide
funding for the "Manufacturing the Future" documentary website. The questions
posed and the solutions offered are not specific to Wisconsin; they are applicable to
states across the country whose economic stability will be affected by their ability
to educate, innovate and re-invent themselves."
Aslin, his board of directors representing major industry, small business, educators
and associations, are committed to changing public perception of manufacturing as
an industry and influencing young people to use their different gifts to the best of
their ability. To that end, the Foundation continues to provide financial support with
awards and scholarships, and funds project-based curricula and activities designed
to motivate learning for young people.
A weekend of events begins on Friday, February 25, an evening opener with a
Feature Film and Opening Party. An all-day event on Saturday, February 26,
includes a series of seminars, Short and Feature Films. On Sunday, February 27th,
attendees will enjoy an afternoon and evening of films followed by an Awards
Ceremony and Closing Party. Planners are providing opportunities for to talk with
cast and crew of the featured films and learn more about filmmaking.
Educational Television Productions of Northeast Wisconsin has the unique
distinction of being a new organization with a long and distinguished history. During
the past thirty years ETP-NEW has become a leader in nationally distributed
educational and instructional programming and currently is under contract with
Wisconsin Public Television for the production of issue oriented public service and
documentary production.
It has produced countless award wining documentaries and arts programs. ETPNEW's production partners have included WPT, The Wisconsin Educational
Communications Board, NEWIST/CESA7, and The Wisconsin Departments of
Transportation, Public Instruction, Tourism and Natural Resources. Among the
hundreds of awards Educational Television Productions of Northeastern Wisconsin
has received for production and content excellence are Midwest Emmys, Central
Educational Network Awards, Gabriel and Cine citations and recognition form the
Chicago and New York Film Festivals. To learn more about how your organization
can help fund and support this project, please call, Alex Zacarias at 920.265-0011 ?
Educational Television Productions of Northeast Wisconsin (ETP-NEW) 920.465-2414
or visit www.uwgb.edu/etp [3].
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The SME Education Foundation is committed to inspiring, supporting and preparing
the next generation of manufacturing engineers and technologists in the
advancement of manufacturing education. Created by the Society of Manufacturing
Engineers in 1979, the SME Education Foundation has provided more than $31
million since 1980 in grants, scholarships and awards through its partnerships with
corporations, organizations, foundations, and individual donors. Visit
www.smeef.org [2]. For information on advanced manufacturing careers visit
www.CareerMe.org [4]. And, our award-winning website for young people,
www.ManufacturingisCool.com [5].
SME Education Foundation, 313.425.3302, foundation@sme.org [6]
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