UCSF Medical Center Treats Patients with New Brainlab CurveT Image Guide
Published on Medical Design Technology (http://www.mdtmag.com)

UCSF Medical Center Treats Patients with New
Brainlab CurveT Image Guided Surgery
The Associated Press
Brainlab, a leader in software-driven medical technology, announced today the first
patient procedures with CurveT Image Guided Surgery at the University of California
San Francisco (UCSF) Medical Center's Neuro-Oncology Clinic. UCSF surgeons rely
on Curve for advanced neurosurgery procedures to help detect and remove brain
tumors and other disorders.
UCSF Medical Center is one of the top hospitals in the nation in neurology and
neurosurgery with the largest brain tumor treatment program in the United States.
The Center has led many advances in treatments, including brain mapping, which
has significantly improved the outcome for patients with brain and spinal cord
tumors. Brain mapping enables doctors to remove as much of a tumor as possible
while minimizing the impact on the crucial areas of the brain that control
movement, speech and the senses.
Mitchel S. Berger, MD, FACS, FAANS, an internationally renowned expert in the
treatment of brain and spinal cord tumors, chairman of the department of
neurological surgery at UCSF and upcoming new president of the American
Association of Neurological Surgeons (AANS), comments on the implementation of
Curve at UCSF Medical Center: "By using advanced image-guided navigation
technology like Curve by Brainlab, we are able to better apply our brain mapping
technique on patients. Curve enables us [surgeons] to more accurately target tumor
dissection down to the smallest degree by providing high definition screens and
inline views that are just beautiful. This helps to improve our ultimate goal of
removing all or most of the tumor without producing permanent neurological deficit
in the patient." Curve features the latest image guidance software powering
advanced 3D displays and hallmark Brainlab image enrichment. This advanced
technology allows ultra-fast image updating when tracking instruments, which
promotes intra-operative confidence.
"The screen resolution on Curve is a dramatic improvement over past systems and
the inline views are spectacular. The toggle capability between axial and sagittal
views is so smooth with the critical clinical difference at the midline where the front
and back borders of the tumor can be accurately displayed with no image flipping,"
says Berger.
Through a human-centered design approach, Brainlab Curve challenges
conventional surgical utility and incorporates great ergonomics, two gamechanging, multi-directional touch terminals, digital HD, hi-fi and wi-fi*.
On an annual basis, the UCSF Neuro-Oncology Clinic performs approximately 1,000
cases using Brainlab navigation systems. UCSF was the first hospital in the US to
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install Curve. Since the installation and clinical use of two new Curve systems
(Curve Single Display in December 2011 and Curve Dual Display in February 2012),
the clinic has already performed 50 and 25 cases respectively.
"It is a privilege to collaborate with leading institutions like UCSF Medical Center and
to work with renowned surgeons such as Dr. Berger," said Stefan Vilsmeier,
President and CEO at Brainlab. "These partnerships enable us to constantly deliver
above and beyond customer expectations, and to ultimately deliver the industry's
most advanced image-guided navigation technology-making an immediate positive
impact on overall surgeon performance and potentially on patient outcomes." About
UCSF Medical Center UCSF Medical Center consistently ranks as one of the top 10
hospitals in the United States. Recognized for innovative treatments, advanced
technology, collaboration among health care professionals and scientists, and a
highly compassionate patient care team, UCSF Medical Center serves as the
academic medical center of the University of California, San Francisco. The medical
center's nationally preeminent programs include children's health, the brain and
nervous system, organ transplantation, women's health and cancer.
It operates as a self-supporting enterprise within UCSF and generates its own
revenues to cover the operating costs of providing patient care.
Follow UCSF Medical Center on www.facebook.com/UCSFMedicalCenter or on
Twitter @UCSFHospitals.
About Brainlab Brainlab develops, manufactures and markets software-driven
medical technology that supports targeted, less-invasive treatment.
Among the core products are image-guided systems that provide highly accurate
real-time information used for navigation during surgical procedures. This utility has
been further expanded to serve as a computer terminal for physicians to more
effectively access and interpret diagnostic scans and other digital medical
information for better-informed decisions.
Brainlab solutions allow expansion from a single system to operating suites to
digitally integrated facilities covering all subspecialties from neurosurgery and
spinal surgery to orthopedics, ENT, CMF and trauma and oncology. With about
5,000 systems installed in about 80 countries, Brainlab is a market leader in imageguided technology.
The privately held Brainlab group, founded in 1989, is headquartered in Munich,
Germany, and today employs 1,020 people in 17 offices across Europe, Asia,
Australia, North and South America.
To learn more about Curve Image Guided Surgery, visit www.brainlabcurve.com.
*FDA clearance pending.
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