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CML HealthCare Inc. to Install North America's
First and World's Largest Fully Automated BD
Kiestra™ Microbiology Platform
MDT Staff
CML HealthCare (CML, a community-based provider of laboratory and medical
imaging services in Ontario and British Columbia, and BD, a leading global medical
technology company, today announced an agreement for CML to install two BD
Kiestra™ Total Laboratory Automation (TLA) systems. This fully automated
microbiology system will be installed at CML's central laboratory by the third
quarter of 2013. The BD Kiestra™ TLA system is designed to significantly increase
overall microbiology lab productivity, streamline workflow, and shorten the time to
results.
"We are very excited to be the first laboratory services provider in North America to
be installing the BD Kiestra™ TLA system. With our central laboratory processing
approximately three million microbiology tests annually, this installation will be the
largest in the world for the BD Kiestra™ TLA system," said Thomas Wellner ,
President and CEO of CML. "The implementation of the BD Kiestra™ TLA system will
allow CML to increase our capacity, reduce result turnaround times, and contribute
to the growth of our core laboratory business. It will provide us with a significant
competitive advantage and support a key pillar of our growth strategy which is to
establish innovative hospital and other partnerships."
BD Kiestra™ TLA system automates the manual processes associated with
inoculating and incubating microbiology specimens, and uses digital imaging of the
inoculated specimens to shorten the time to detect bacterial growth. The increased
efficiency, and quality improvements associated with automation allow for faster
delivery of more accurate results to provide optimal patient care. In addition,
laboratory staff is able to devote more time to analytical and value-added tasks.
"BD is proud to be working with CML HealthCare Inc., one of Canada's largest and
most forward-looking laboratory services providers," said Tom Polen , President, BD
Diagnostics - Diagnostic Systems. "Rapid diagnosis and treatment of infections is
critical; however, many of the traditional testing protocols take two or three days to
generate an actionable result. Using the BD Kiestra™ TLA system, integrated with
other rapid diagnostic technologies, CML will be a pioneer in implementing
technology that can often reduce those times significantly. We expect this to
enable clinicians to provide patients with the most effective treatment earlier – thus
improving the standard of care and avoiding unnecessary healthcare costs."
The BD Kiestra™ TLA system currently has an installation base of instruments at
public hospitals, universities, and privately owned laboratories in more than eleven
countries worldwide since its introduction in 2006.
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